
Olver Announces Re-Authorization of Older Americans Act

  

WASHINGTON–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)                announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has re-authorized                the Older Americans Act (HR 782). The bill authorizes funding of                up to $8 billion for services to help the elderly. The bill passed                405-2.

               "This measure will improve the quality of life for our senior                citizens. From health care to housing to job-training, the Older                Americans Act funds invaluable services across the country,"                Olver said.

               Some of the services funded by the Older Americans Act include health                care, home care, meal delivery, job training, counseling, transportation,                legal advising, and housing. A number of national senior advocacy                groups, including the American Association for Retired People (AARP),                Green Thumb and the National Council of Senior Citizens, receive                funding through the Older Americans Act.

               The measure will also establish the National Family Caregiver Support                Program to provide support for families caring for older relatives                and older individuals who are caring for younger relatives. The                bill authorizes up to $125 million for the program, to be distributed                on the basis of a state's relative share of the total U.S. population                of people over the age of 70.

               Authorization of the Older Americans Act expired at the end of fiscal                year 1995. In the intervening years, Congress passed temporary spending                measures to fund programs within the Older Americans Act. After                unsuccessful attempts by both the 104th and 105th Congresses to                re-authorize the Act, members of the House Education and Workforce                Committee and the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP)                Committee reached agreement on re-authorization.

               "I'm glad that the House was able to reach a consensus about                the importance of this legislation," Olver added.

               Re-authorization of the Older Americans Act was slowed by controversy                about how funding would be distributed. Previously, 78 percent of                the funding was directed to national senior advocacy groups, and                22 percent went directly to the states. Advocacy groups opposed                efforts to tilt the formula toward the states.

               Olver said, "The bill that passed represents a good compromise.                Advocacy groups are guaranteed the same level of funding, with additional                funds shared between advocacy groups and state agencies. The bill                also includes vital assistance to help families who are caring for                elderly relatives."
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